An overview of the epidemiology of cutaneous melanoma.
Incidence of cutaneous melanoma has increased over the last several decades. Screening for melanocytic lesions is an effective approach to reducing incidence. This article presents information useful in melanoma screening, including histologic types of tumors, measurements, and anatomic sites. Causes of tumors, including ultraviolet radiation and the role of steroid hormones, are discussed. In addition, the presence of atypical and benign nevi is addressed.